
Kitchen Wows! and Wonders!

See all of the latest features in 
functional kitchen design and concepts.
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The Three Major 
Work Stations



Clean up

Food Storage

Cooking

• The kitchen sink should be centrally 
located.

• There should be at least 24" of 
countertop on one side and at least 18 " 
on the other side of the sink.

• The dishwasher should be located within 
36 " of the sink.



Clean up

Food Storage

Cooking

• A minimum of 15" is recommended for 
counter space next to the refrigerator.

• The same rule of thumb is true for a 
pantry.



Clean up

Food Storage

Cooking

• A minimum of 15" of counter space on 
one side and 9" on the other is 
recommended.

• Locate a drawer for pot holders and 
cooking utensils within reach of the range 
or cook-top.

• Wall ovens and microwaves are not 
included in the work triangle because 
they are not used as often as the range.

• The ideal location for the microwave is 
48" off the floor.



Range hoods 
are more and 
more becoming 
the focal point 
of the kitchen.
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Prep area

Island with 
sink

Island with 
cook-top

• A minimum width of 36" is 
recommended for food prep.
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Cabinets

Stock vs. Custom



Stock or

Pre-Fabricated

 Cabinets

• Readily available from home centers, 
lumber yards and kitchen product 
dealers.

• They are only available in standard 
sizes.

• They are available in a limited selection 
of sizes, styles, wood species and 
finishes.

• Installation is done by the contractor or 
the homeowner.



Custom 
Cabinets

• Generally, there is a longer lead time to 
custom cabinets.

• Built in larger sections and fit site 
specific measurements.

• There is practically no limit to wood 
species, finish and built in options.

• Installation is typically done by the 
cabinet shop.



Frameless 
Cabinets 
“European”

Face-Frame 
Cabinets 
“Traditionally 
Built”



Cabinet Heights
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Woods
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Cabinet 
Interiors

• Birch plywood interiors

• MDF or particle board interiors

• Melamine interiors – Most common 
white and maple



Finishing your Cabinets
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Door Styles
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Partial Overlay 
Doors
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Doors

Inset Doors
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Glass Inserts
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Hinges and Hardware
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Cabinet Accessories
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Countertops
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Backsplashes
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Kitchen Sinks
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Architectural

Elements



Walnut pegs 
and trim 

accents with 
quartersawn 

oak



Turned 
columns and 

brackets



Furniture 
style base



Distressing 
and  

Rosmaling



Choosing Colors
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Open 
floor plan



Trends
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Questions?


